Basic Carrier Deck at the CosmdVio d e | A e rContr@ Line iCarser & Scale

Competitonon Damyndés Hal |l AdthrApril 2616d i n Essex o
by Andy Housden
Damyndéds Hall is the curtain raiser to Carrier a

meansa bit of aweathergamble. It was therefore very gratifying to find that a dozen or so flyers had braved
therather depressinfprecastto support the eventAlthough windconditionswerethe such thathe Scale

cont est wa s ofgancernsuahoutbmedelalamage, there was the occasional patch of sunshine so
the Carrier flyers pressed on agdentuallygot in more fightsper pilotthanin any contest within memory!
Thewind was anevertheless eather cold gusty easterfwith some occasional rainhough thisvaried
sometimes from a lot of it down to neix-nothing some pilots even experiencibgthextremes during a

single fight. Nevertheless,ansidering that the first contest of@asonnvariably displays a lot of pre

season cobwetemoval from both models and participants, the resulting scoresaxteesnely good,

particularly in view of thdessthanperfectweatherwith the top thre@lacesachievingover 200points

First to fly was Felthambés Nigel F o had
one year ago at this very event, and has come an embarrassingly (to the res
us!) long way since then. g&l hadbrought two models, both electibeit with
throttling courtesy of a neeglung 2.4GHz R/C transmittests shown on the
right, rather tharthe slightly more usualownthe-lines electronic link. Nigel
chose to usais triedandtested Grumman Wildc&iecase of the wind
conditions and just as he wastting into hisslow runstridet he Wi | dc at
battery suddenlywent flatduring lap 4 of the slow run. The reason for this —
remainedunclearé

Now worried about a possible general battery probmel became
more concerned with the completion of his second flight thaperformance
therein, but he stiflound that the Wildcat would exceed tslew run30 degree
attitude limit very easily, resulting two warnings quite quicklyA high landing
approach loo&dlike a spoiler butthe light modedeceleratedurprisingly
quickyand alt hough it mer el yNogWngd k e d
fortunately hookdup properlyon No.4. i
Nigelds third flight was al mc
down toavery similarscore, the number of warnings and phecking
of No.2 wire followed by the actual trap of
No.4 wire The repeating hook/wire s
problemwas of particular concern and an -
after-event inspection ahephotoon theleft | ,-9,,1.5";:‘
showsthe hook angldgo beat leasino less ‘ =¥
than 90 deees andprobably more! Nigel:
make that bend more acute!

As had beerorecastthe windgotless gusty towards the end of the contest,
so Nigel chosehis other model, a flowdbut-contestuntried Mitsubishi A6M Zerp
for his fourth flight As can be seen from the photograpithe right thenear
transparenkZero owes a lot to modern combat model construction practice and|is
actually quite aerobatic! Much like the Wildcat, it left the deck very rapidly andgs
had a similar toppeed, butt may have been lack of familiarity with the model
thatled Nigel toamomentary contac
with the brinyin lap 6 of the slow = !
run. Ni gel 6s second thefteforgurned ositc o r e
to be his best, and this gave him fourth place.

By contrast with Nigel Frith] a n G ifdambiag irc.tpéwered
Westland Wyvermused a dowithe-lines servecontrolled
throttle operated by a handhounted variable resistor as




shown on the left. Normally problefree, the winter layup had left lan witlcbbgged spraybarThe
necessaryleaninghad left him withtheloss ofthe normaimixture setting and this was unfortunately to dog
his flights throughout most of the day.

lanb s f i r s therdfdrequdelrich reswdtisg in a very slow fast run aagoor throttle response
during whichhe was unabl® recover from a downwind dip in the flight patihenthe hook momentarily
touchedthe deck forcing him to call an attempt before he could signal for the slow run.

| ands s eladameasurablieandr settingthoughit still sounded little rich during the fast
runandthe engingurned out to bstill suffering from poor throttle respons®uring lap 1of the slow run,
thehook again clipped the deekd wnfortunatelydeck contachow meant dgsqualificationof the flight.

Continuing with his engine tuning,
l andés t hi rsdlrichgbstthe least
rich so far, with the last couple of lapsry
nearly right The slow run wagnally
shaping up nicely when the engine ran out ¢
fuel onlap 3- acombination of the smallest
possible tank capacity for the lowest possib
weight, plusa lot of messing around after
startup with the needle settingnd a stil
averagelyrich fast run. Frustrating, eh?

twas 6éhere we go
fourth flight when his enginamexplicably
richered up again,resulting inanother very
slow fast run. The throttle response also
sufferedagainand onthe very first slow run
lap, theenginesagged over the dedhe

modelclipping it with the hook fortiethirdt i me . DQ again, thene

l ands fifth attempt was hi s-ahddoshisrelefhle did avithtle a
Magnum 25finally running wel| he understandabfiew a very safe slow run andinally got back to his
usualform with - phew!- a typical Gilbert gentle floaty landing right onto No.1 w(rght) and a score of
173.0 for seventh place.

RoyGreenal ways complains that heds get
always proves himsel f wrsoHalgHowevel, it k e
took a few attempts to blow away the cobwebs and his first two flights suffered
from the gusty wind, requiring him to play safe during the slow runs and avoid
much in the way of the 30 degree attitude linkitis venerable electric
powereddownthelines throttle controGrumman AF Guardiaended uprery

high onits first flight final approach, buthe resultantive for the deckwhich
hasgot him out of trouble in past contests, insteadtigptno d e | 6 scked 0 s ¢
under No.2 wireleaving it unarrestedail-up and in the lowest landing score
category(upper left phota) During the second flight Iandlng approach the

wind even condescended to drop and ‘
everythingwentreally well right down

to atrap on No.1 we - but it wasa little
too close to the inboard deck edgal wentover the sid€lower left
photo) Shame!

Roy flew immediately again and, this time, the wameted
remained lowso he was able to enjoy a much less hairy flight.
Hooray! Without a fullscore landing/etto his name, he decided to
play safe and consequently took less risk than he might otherwise
doneduring the slow runAlthoughRo y 6 s f i nveas agmp p
rather highheis the master of such situations arging his wel
knownkamikazdechnique the GuardiamngagedNo.4 wire Roy
was still very close to the inboard deck edge again, but this time his
luck held and his Guardian got a fsttore landig (right). g

R o yféusth flight turned out to be very similéo his third




complete with an ovehigh approactwhich heagaincapably converted to a successful hookup with the now
familiar lastsecondlight-path dogleg, though heang the changes Ipicking upthe No.3 wire instead of

the No.4 However, it wasis third flight score of 192.8hat remainedhis highest and this got hififth

place.

Inevitably flying hisbeaterup oldOS 40poweredShort Seamewvith an oldstyle squeez&dandle thredine
throttle control, Andy Housden haddightly rich exhaustcracklethatprobablylost a couple of seconds on
the fast runs of all three of his flight3he poor SeameWwas been crasheuohd repairedy Andy so often
thati t 6s al most & &syano.ilndfactisdientistdaveo f
warnedthat repairs after further crashes may produce a material
density so great that the model will collapse under its own
gravitational attraction and form a black hofhysicist Dr Mike
Welch was called in as CielCentre MarshdbrAndy 6 s t h
(right) after concerngthat the excess mass of the Seammay have
beencausng sufficientdistortionof the local spacéime continuum
such thatAndy was sneakilyflying the modebackwards whilst still
appearing to execute forward flighthough the problem proved to bg
no more tharma conventionglif somewhat severgyravitational
attractionbetweerthe Earthandthe SeamewAlthougha 30 degee
maximumslow runattitude was matained as much as possible
during all flights turbulence repeatedly upset the modlebugh the
massively warped outer winggobablyd i d n 6t andsome h ¢ e TGt
alarming manoeuvresere requiredor recovery Furthermorefirst and second fllgHandlngsbothended
up with the Seamew on itsose; the first after the model caught but released No.3 wire and simply slithered
to a halt beyond No.4, the second when it caught and held No.2 wire but still tippedoattr.

Making his third and last flight @he very end of the
contest Andy managed to keep the Seamew tedplanet
apart for long enough tne up foranother perfect tail up/nose
down unarrested landinghough this went dramatically wrong
whenthe Seamew simply flopped onto the deck, pickpthe
No.1lwire and sat there waiting to go home like evegelse
(left). What went wrong? Furthermore, how could the
resultant score be 208and give him second place? Answers
on an unstamped postcard to s

Pet er allelectiic&losserMeteorlll
(left) is avery capablanodelindeed though
it is at its bestn either calm or noigusty
conditions Gustsduring his first flight
repeatedicau d t he model t o
in pitch, so Peterfound it difficult to maintain
the slow run 30 degremaximumattitude
Despite this hestill managed to finish off
with a very precise landing on No.1 wire to
achieve the first ove200 points score of the

% .~ | contest and the season.
Peterbs S\Aﬁas:sbapldgjp bdtter@atﬂtat of the
first, but anothewayward gustluring the middle of his slow run
knocked the modddadlyout of kilter and the recovery process los
him enough time to produce a lower score, despite a reaagref
a landing onto No.2 wire.

The wind was relatively kinder tBeteron his third and

final flight, during which he achieved his fastest fast run and
slowest slow run of the day, and thougtsti#d i d ndt e x
full potential of this very competitive model by pushing it to 3@e
degree attitude limit as much as he might have, his landing onto




No.1 wire was faultlesgight) and the resulting score was 205.2, enough for third place.
Mike Welch(left, in the yellow jacket)
had refuselaged his thick section/full
area Grumman Avenger wingsth an
I.c.-poweredWildcat bodyover the
winter, fitting his usual dowsthe-lines
electronic throttle control system and
custom squeezbandle. He had also
taken a |l eaf out of
installing a smaller engine to reduce
model weight still further The down
side of this is that fast nutimes can
lengthen significantly, particularly if the
engine is not running flat out. They did,
and it wasnoét é Mi Kk e
continued witha bout ofparticularly
unpleasant wind conditionghich blew
the model into some very hairy attitudes

- . and resiied in a crash in which the
Wlldcat dramatically resolved itself into a number of componeYiesy fortunately, these exactly
corresponded with the model 6s transport compone
again later. This sead flight was much more successful, though Mike was still plagued by wind conditions
which meant that the model could not be flown to best advantélge Wildcata | s o woul dnodt d
normal approach height quickly enough durmsg landing resulthng in an overshoothoughhe took this into
accounthe next time roundnd got down accurategnto the No.2 wirdor 154.5 points and ninth place.

Flying hisJ 6 E rengthé&d
Messerschmitt Bf 109Tleft), anew
modelin 2015but with his trademark
| triggergrip-operated R/C car racing
handle modified to accept C/L wires
(right), Chris Howellstill played it
safelyon his first2016contest flight
resuling in a relatively low flight score,
: exacerbated by a very unlucky landin
Where the model ran over all the wires, plucking most but failing to pickf
any up. Chris overshot three time#h his final touchdownagain
plucking the No.4 wire bufailing to hookup, the model running off the
deckend This was not the end ofhishcokp pr ob |l e ms é

The remainder of Chrisobds fl ig
the wind was less gusty, which was just as well since he was obviousl
prepared to take more slow rtisks than anyone else and therefore got
more attitude warnings than anyone else as well, despite improved e -
conditions.C h r isexdnd flight regained tHD9T6 s pr o p er f o rbestfastwung ofithealaye o
and the slowest slow run ofiaachieve so far, only needing a fuicorelanding towin the contest yet
despite averygood approach hagainended up with nothing in the hook and the No.3 wire across the
model 6s wing.

Chrisés third f1l i-anthisungkiestact ual | h i best
With an even highditight score than beforde carefully placed the
Messerschmitt right on the stern of the USS Kittyhawk, only to se€
run across all four wires without pickiragny of them up. Had he
hooked up properhhis final score would have beeB®1, which
would have guaranteed him first placagail The problem was
finally traced to the insufficienthacute hook jaw angl@ottom
right), much I|like that of Nige dcat
a pair of pliers solved the problem, batlly, Chris was unable to benefit from this improvement as his




fourth and last flight was disqualified during lap 4 of the slow run when the offending hook toucheithyhe
during a momentary dip in the flight pateaving him with a best score of 157ntiseighth place
Frustrating, or what?

s monuiehvagiationlthkere can be a the basicadalines electronic

hnés system uses the same Servo TesH
but John prefers to separate the throttle and C/L handle and uses a-plunger
operated variable resistor as shown on the left. Vive la difference!
Havingachieved someery spectacular resuluring the last Old Warden of
2015with this equipmentnothing went particularly well for Jolduring his
first contestlight of 2016 beingplagued by wind gusts during his slow yun
oftenresuling in the model biag in all sorts of bother, withlmost no periods
of anylengthwhen he was able to fly & consisten80 degrees. To add insult
to injury, he was unable to deploy his hook for landing and overshot three
times until the engine ran out of fuel.
Johrd bad luck withthe windcontinuedduring hissecond flight but he flew
the modeimore safelyand thisperversef resultedin someflight score
improvement thoughi f t here was a category of
John would have won with this flightt The wind turnedrery nasty during
the last quartelap before his landing and the model endedvagtoo high
over the ramp absolutely no way to get dowmtime. Or s o it see.]
Then the enginpromptlyran out of fuel agaif!), the model slowed down
dramatically and Johjust managed tdloat it down onto the No.4 wire for a

real knifeedge deadtick landing(below)

John Green
throttle control J

Johnds thir.
flights6landing approachesere
bothtoo high and late, with a
resulting offtdeck rdl and ditch
in eachcase. Hidourthflight,
did produce his best flight score
by virtue of theslowestslow run
of all of his flights which, whilst
not at 30 degrexwasstill the
most consistently nedinis limit
for the longest periods of time.
Galling to him though it may be
to mention this, had he achieved a-f&dbre hookup othis lastflight, he would have beaten Peter Trie
0.5 pointsinto third place! As it was, Jobnsecond flight besscore of 188.3 placed him sixth overall.

Bob Phi | i Wests36powered Supermarine 50@®rottled by
a beltmounted 2.4GHz R/C transmittenay looksomewhat
battered, but
seasonedvould
probably bea
betterdescription!
His first flight
(left) gave himthe
d a yfastest fast
runand second
slowestslow run, andhe landing(below)onto No.2 wirewas
typical Bob: a slow and accurdinal approach terminating with
a real slap in whicimost of the modél structureseems to
smack the deck at the same time

During his second flight, the 5GHhowedsometemper,
howeveé WhenBob pushes his luck too mudghge modehas

B




been known ta@ompletelyignore all known laws of physi@nd execute-8imensional manoeuvres that are
not only not in the book but are impossible to descriigey also usually resulhia DQ! This time,

however the model merely shrugged off its fuel tank fastening after the first fast run lapgedvheltank

into the propellerpunctuedit and thusendeBo b 6s f I yi ng f o rthen, thah edoady .a c hJi
213.0 pointon hisother flight, as this turned out to be the score that got him first place!



Basic Carrier Deck competitor list for the CosmoMo d e |

A e rContr@ Line iCarger & Scale Competition

on Damynoés Hal |l AdthrApri2@l6d i n Essex on 2
Posn| Name Club or location Model Engine Score
1st | Bob Phillipps | Colchester MAC Supermarine 508 West 36 213.0
2nd | Andy Housden| Three Kings Aeromodellers Short Seamew OS 40 208.7
3rd | Peter Tribe Cosmo MAC Gloster Meteor lli 2x 375W/1550rpV; 2x 3S/1600mA| 205.2
4th | Nigel Frith Feltham&D MAC Grumman Wildcat 460W/1100rpV; 3S/2400mAh 194.2
5th | Roy Green Cosmo MAC Grumman AF Guardiar Axi 2820/8; 3S/2200mAh 192.8
6th | John Green I[pswich Grumman AF Guardiar, MDS 28 188.3
7th | lanGilbert [pswich Westland Wyvern Magnum 25 173.0
8th | Chris Howell | Langley Model Squadron | Messerschmitt Bf 109T| JEN 37 157.7
9th | Mike Welch Marlborough MFC Grumman F4F Wildcat| SC 25 154.5
Basic Carrier Deck detailed score sheet fohe CosmoMo d e | A e rContr@ Line iCarger & Scale Competition
on Damynés Hal | AdthrAprii2€16d i n Essex on 2
(A = attempt, D = ditched, DQ = disqualified)
= Name Model Enadine gr?]i[ ﬁ:g\év Warn- | Time Landing | Deduct | Scale | Colour | Final
0s.| Na 9 (secs) (secs) ings | points points | points | points | points | score
1st | Bob Phillipps | Supermarine 508 West 36 27.4 120.4 2 93.0 100 0 10 10| 213.0
Supermarine 508 West 36 D - - A
2nd | Andy Housden | Short Seamew 0Ss 40 33.6 125.2 0 91.6 20 0 10 10| 131.6
Short Seamew 0S 40 34.8 117.3| 1 82.5 60 0 10 10| 1625
Short Seamew 0S 40 33.7 1224, 0 88.7 100 0 10 10| 208.7
3rd | Peter Tribe Gloster Meteor I 2x 375W/1550rpV; 2x 3S/1600mAl  34.5 116.1) 1 81.6 100 0 10 10| 201.6
Gloster Meteor I 2x 375W/1550rpV; 2x 3S/1600mAl  34.3 1136, O 79.3 100 0 10 10| 199.3
Gloster Meteor I 2x 375W/1550rpV; 2x 3S/1600mAl  32.0 117.2) 0 85.2 100 0 10 10| 205.2







